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Merced County Fairgrounds
Consumer Protection Health and Safety Policy

Consistent quality assurance programs, informational and bilingual public
signhage, and veterinary assistance are all components of the fair's public
health policy. It is the intention of the Merced County Fair to educate the
public about the environmental concerns that they may encounter not only
when around farm animals at the fair but also with animal displays. More
importantly, the general public should be aware of the precautions necessary
to avoid contracting an enteric (intestinal) disease. Hence, this action
program will give the public the proper information supplemented by various
fair and health organizations to keep them safe.

Although the Escherichia (E.) coli O157:H7 strain is the main focus; there are
other enteric diseases that can be encountered on farms and at public
venues housing animals. Among these Campylobacter, Salmonella and
Cryptosporidium are addressed by the Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention’s (CDC) Compendium of Measures to Prevent Disease
Associated with Animals in Public Settings, 2071. Also included in the
public health policy is H1N1 flu and livestock Handling Policy.

E. coli is an enteric pathogen that is usually found in the gastrointestinal
systems of ruminant animals and is passed or “shed” through the fecal
matter. However, research has shown that E. coli can be found on or in
many non-ruminant animals and insects, including but not limited to
poultry, swine, rodents, common flies, and other species. This pathogen, if
shed from the animal, can build up on the animal (fur/feathers or hair), live
in the soil, or survive in dust or dried fecal matter not removed from animal
areas. The organism is resilient and evasive, providing many opportunities
to come into contact with humans in farm animal settings.

It should be noted that the immune system of a healthy adult should be
able to resist certain levels of infection. However, the CDC’s Compendium
and publications by the United States Department of Agriculture noted that
children under the age of five, pregnant women, and immune-compromised
persons (such as cancer, HIV, or AIDS patients) should take extra care when
around animals.
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It is also important that any person exhibiting flu-like symptoms or a
temperature in the last seven days does not go to the livestock area.

The key to handling livestock in a public setting is having skilled employees
and volunteers interact with the exhibitors and animals in all situations. It is
also very important that our facility can be locked down in a matter of
minutes.

The 2025 Merced County Fair will comply with recommendations outlined
in the Compendium of Measures to Prevent Disease Associated with
Animals in Public Health Settings, 2071. Prepared by the National
Association of State Public Health Veterinarians, Inc., the Compendium is
prepared to assist animal venue operators, exhibitors, veterinarians and
various public health agencies by providing recommendations to minimize
the potential for risks that may be associated with animals in public
settings.

Signage and Education

Signage:

Signs are presented in English and Spanish, depicting pictorial clues and
word explanations.

Signage is placed throughout the grounds in all animal contact areas, food
and concession stands, and restrooms to remind the public of the following:

1. Wash Your Hands When Leaving Animal Areas!

2. Toys, Pacifiers, Bottles, and Cups Can Become Contaminated and
Should

3. BeIn A Sealed Bag When In Animal Areas.

4. Make Sure To Sanitize Strollers and Wagons Before Putting Them
Away!

5. Do Not Bring Food and Beverages Into Animal Areas!
6. Keep Your Animal Areas Clean At All Times!
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7. Wash Your Hands Before Eating or Drinking

Caution: You are entering an area where animal wastes may be
present on animals and surfaces. If ingested, microbes in these
wastes may cause diarrhea, cramps, nausea, headaches or other
ailments.

Older adults, pregnant women, young children, and people with
compromised immune systems should take extra precautions
when around animals.

If you have had the flu or temperature in the last seven days, we
recommend you DO NOT enter the barn

8. Wash Your Hands

% Step 1: Wet your hands with clean running water and apply
soap.

% Step 2: Rub hands together to create a lather and scrub well,
including the backs of hands, between fingers, and under
fingernails.

% Step 3: Rinse hands and dry them using a clean paper towel or
air dry them.

Education:

e Exhibitors are encouraged to be familiar with current risk reduction
methods and practices.

e Exhibitors are encouraged to remind visitors to practice good
personal hygiene and encourage hand-washing after visiting animal
exhibitions and before eating.

e Docents are located at the entrances and exits of the animal contact
areas to promote hand-washing.

¢ Informational materials include locations of hand washing facilities.

Animal Contact Areas
Hand-Washing Areas:
e Merced County Fair has:
13 Public restrooms
4 Hand washing stations
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Signage is located throughout the grounds, directing people to the
restrooms and hand washing stations.

Commercial Exhibitors
e Any commercial exhibitor with potential animal-to-human
contact areas will be required to have a hand-sanitizing station
near its area for all fair patrons.
e Potential exhibitors include but are not limited to petting zoo,
animal photos, reptile show, etc.

Food Concessionaires
All food concession stands have signage encouraging good hygiene by
reminding fair patrons to wash their hands before eating.

Operations
e |t is recommended that children under five years of age are

accompanied and supervised by an adult.

e Manure disposal sites will be located on grounds where all modes of
transportation to and from the exhibit lead through animal areas and
not non-animal, high-public-traffic areas. The designated disposal
area will not be inaccessible to the public.

e Soap and running water hand-washing stations with paper towels
and appropriate disposal containers are located in all appropriate
areas.

Animal Care Management

e Veterinarian science teachers are onsite for all days of the fair and
pre-fair move in of animals to monitor animals. Veterinarian on call
is available for any dispute.

e Animals are to be monitored daily by caregivers for signs of illness
and reported immediately to the livestock office.

e Animals are to be taken care of to promote good heath and reduce
stress and overcrowding.

Staying Accountable

Designated personnel of Merced County Fair are placed in charge of
handling the day-to-day operations of the exhibits and ensuring that these
policies set forth are followed directly. Records are kept to ensure all
measures have been taken.
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Health and Safety Partners at Merced County Fair

To annually provide a safe and healthy environment for patrons, the fair
works with various state, county, and private agencies to comply with and
exceed the health and safety requirements set forth by the State of
California.

Merced County Fair works with the following agencies:

California Fair Services Authority (CFSA)

Each year, Merced County Fair works closely with the California Fair
Services Authority, a nonprofit Joint Powers Authority in
Sacramento, California, offering member services including safety
specialists, risk pool management, loss control expertise, claims
adjusting, accounting, and more. CFSA inspectors work with the fair
to ensure the safety of all buildings and attractions in an effort to
make the fair a safe place to visit. Inspections by CFSA are ongoing
throughout the run of the fair on all general fairground public areas
and buildings.

Merced County Sheriff's Office

Merced County Fair works with the Merced County Sheriff's Office in
planning and executing public safety. In addition to uniformed
deputies on patrol within the fair, non-uniformed (under cover)
deputies watch for specific and non-specific illegal activities. In
addition, the Sheriff’'s Office works in conjunction with other agencies
(Parole, probation, etc.) throughout the annual fair. Also, the Sheriff’s
Office provides overhead camera surveillance and metal detectors for
gates

Riggs Ambulance Company

Riggs Ambulance Company provides first-aid services to the Merced
County Fair and a stand-by ambulance for contracted, hazardous
events in the grandstand.

State Fire Marshal

Merced County Fair works closely with the State Fire Marshal to
ensure that there are no fire or other safety hazards at the fair and
that all buildings are within fire safety compliance.
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e Western Fairs Association (WFA)
Merced County Fair works with the Western Fairs Association, a non-
profit trade association serving the fair industry throughout the
Western United States and Canada, to continue using best practices
on the fairgrounds. Western Fairs Association's primary objective is
to promote the prosperity of fairs through educational activities,
training programs, and legislative advocacy.

e Merced County Health Department
The Merced County Fair works closely with the Merced County
Department of Public Health to ensure all food and drink vendors
comply with the regulations as specified in the California Health and
Safety Code.

e LaGuardia Security Company
Merced County Fair contracts with LaGuardia Security Company to
be at the major beer vending areas to check patron identification to
prevent minors from obtaining alcohol.

e Fair Security
Merced County Fair has internal security for gates, roving and night
patrol. This security does not act in a law enforcement capacity.
They are “eyes and ears” on the property to report potential
problems and to prevent non-compliant admissions to the fair.

Each year, the management of the Merced County Fair meets prior to the
fair with representatives from the Merced County Sheriff's Office, Riggs
Ambulance, Merced Police Department, California Highway Patrol,
LaGuardia Security, and fair department managers to discuss the safety and
security of all patrons, volunteers, and employees. Topics discussed include
a general overview of the fair as well as specific needs.

Waste Management Protocol

Waste management represents one of the most significant challenges in
operating a successful fair or exposition event. Proper waste management
programs are critical for efficient and sanitary events and include
recommendations for exhibitors as well as protocols for the removal of
animal waste in public areas.
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Exhibitors Protocol

The Merced County Fair is constantly in motion, with animals, exhibitors,
visitors, and staff moving from location to location. Exhibitors are asked to
play an active role in managing waste removal for enhanced consumer
protection, including:

e Exhibitors are encouraged to conduct thorough waste removal and
bedding changes before the opening of the daily event, as needed.

e Exhibitors are encouraged to conduct thorough waste removal and
bedding changes after the close of the daily event, as needed.

e Exhibitors are encouraged to remove manure promptly during the
day, preventing waste build-up in animal exhibition areas.

e Exhibitors are encouraged to store waste removal equipment away
from public areas, if possible.

In addition to each exhibitor's desire to present their animal at its best and

thus clean, the Merced County Fair offers awards to 4H Clubs and FFA
Chapters for the cleanliness of barn areas.
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